ng in in Feſt the Bleſſed Privilege of - 
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wen Sir, 


HIS plain Sermi was neither - at 

_ me of its Compoſure, or Delli 
ery, in the leaſt deſign d for the 
Preſs ; hs the Advices of my Friends concur- 
ring for its Publication, I reſolved to addreſs 
it to you. 

For 10 you, Sir, under God, Tam indebted 
for many Advantages I have enjoy d; my early 
tnclinations for the 1 Were rſt 5 
by your Benevolence, a con- 
derable Pacouragement fo gy art the 
Exerciſe of it. | 
And really, when I conſider zom much Era- 
titude leſs oblig'd Perſons oftentimes profeſs ; 
Y _ but think my ſelf concern d to make the 

Acknowledgments to you, having been a 
bind Patron to me in my tender Tears, and a 


Cenerous Incourager of my youtbful Studies. 
A2 There 


Ls] 
There are ouly two Things I am now princi- 
pally concerned to wiſh for. 
ö Ba 22 Ay) , me "with" ali then mo} 
gh ts Recompr ie re cram ed tothuſe 
who liberally ſupport and countenance the Mi- 
nifters of Feſus Chriſt. 

Aud that I may obtain Grace to improve the 
Obligations you have latd upon me for the Ser- 
wice of Mankind, and to anſwer the juſt Ex- 
pettation aud Reguir hk, of Thr Redeemer, 
whoſe I am, and whoni I ſerve. © 

T have but one Thing more to add, That your 
Acceptance of this Diſcourſe under your Patro- 
nage and Protection, will be a- freſh Demon- 
feration of the great Obligation I hute been 
alevays under to-aekwwitage my ſelf; © 


ES I e Nur! V 1 235 3 , 
Your very much oblig d, 
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= be 1 Tass, IV. I4. 
Fir if we believe that Jeſus died, 
aud roſe again; even ſo them al- 


65 which ſhep in Jeſus, will 
er bring with him, 


E have now, my - Brethren, been 
waiting, on God, in a Duty that 
| carries us as much into the Di- 
| vine Preſence, as it is poſſible for 
us to be, in the preſent, World ; but our depart- 
ed Friends, we ma preſume, have before 
now made their ſolemn and formal A 
ance before his heavenly Throne. Beho God 
is great ! and we. know him not,; touching the 
Almighty, we cannot find him out ; his Great- 
neſs is unſearchable ; neither do we know how 
to order our Speech before him, by Reaſon of 
Darkneſs and Diſtance from him. But though 
the Diſtance is ſo great, as to us; yet, the Per- 
ſons, whoſe Death we commemorate, have 
been brought near unto him: Yes, they have 
made their Appearance before that God, at 
whoſe Rebuke the Pillars of Heaven tremble, 


225 whoſe 


. 2 . 
V — 
— 
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6 Sleeping in Teſus the | 
whoſe Preſence is aſtoniſhing to the brighteſt 


els, and which was more glorious the 
ls Saints, and Prophets of old were 


able to endure. For fo terrible was the Sight 


of God, upon the fiery Mount, that even Mo- 
ſes, that diſtin guiſll d Favourite of Heaven, cri- 
ed out: 1exceedingly fear and quake *. They 
have now ſeen him, that is inviſible td: word 
Eyes. O! dis a vaſt and mighty Change the 
Sons of Men undergo by Death. In this World 
we cenverſe only with Creatures like our ſelves; 
but after our Deceaſe, we are brought before the 
great Creator bienſelf, and may then, in Imi- 
tation of Job's Language, ſay: + 1 have often 
Beard of T hee by the Hearing of the Ear; but 
now mine Eye feeth Thee. 4 
_ *Fwas an unuſual, and melancholy Provi- 
dence that gave us the Occaſion of attending 
a double Funeral at once. Death, not content 
with its ordinary Execution, repeats its Stroke; 
and the two Heads of a Family were ſlain and 
cut off by it, almoſt together: and the devour- 
ing Grave, which is one of thoſe four Things 
that are never ſatisfied, and that never ſay, It ts 
enough, has open d its gaping Mouth wider 
than either I, or perhaps any of you have ever 
ſeen it before. Fwas really doleful to obferve, 
that when you had there depoſited one of our 
Friends, there was an horrid Vacancy {till re- 
maining to be ſupply'd, and that impatiently 
cry'd, Give, Give! It abated not of its rigo- 
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* Heb. xii, 21. '+ Job xlii. 5. 
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Bleſſed Privilege of dying Chriſtians: 9 
rous Demands, till it had enclos'd the one as 
well as the other in its cold Embranes; and 
till they were both ſwallow d up in that Mor- 
tality, which will be the common End of us all. 
They have both of them ſuffer d that Diſſolu- 


tion which poor Diſconſolate Hezekiah was ſo 


much afraid of; and through fear of whick 
many righteous Perſons, as well as he, have 
all their Tife-ttme been ſubjett to 2 
And they have both paſs d through that Judg- 
ment, the very Diſcourſe whereof made ſuch 
a harden'd Wretch as Felix tremble. OE 
We have, tis true, already follow'd them 
to the Grave, in one Senſe; but you muſt 
not forget the Time is haſtning, the Day a 
proaches, when we ſhall all follow them to 
Grave in a more real Manner; for their Morta- 
lity and Death is the Example of our own: 
And though, whither they are gone we do not 
follow them now, yet we ſhall follow them af- 
terwards. What is uſually faid of Perſons near 
their End, I may very juſtly apply to you all; 
that there is not one of you, that is a Man long 
for this World, God Almighty give you Wit. 
dom and Grace to conſider your Latter End, 
to improve the Thought that your Time is 
ſhort ; that in this World you are but Pilgrims 
and Strangers, and have here no continuing 


City. Ever ſince our Apoſtacy from God, 'tis 


appointed for all Men once to die ; and God 
has been true to this Determination. It was 
dreadfully verified in the actual Death of the 
firſt Tranſgreſſors of this Law, and of _— 


8 .' Sleeping in Jeſus tbe 


of their Offspring afterwards ; nor have we the 


leaſt Proſpect of any Eſcape, no, all go to one 


Place, even the Grave, and there is no Diſ- 


charge in that important, though unexperienc'd 
War. © But however, the Death of the Righte- 
cus is ſo different from that of the Generali- 
ce ty of the World, and ought to be treated 
<« with ſo different a Regard, that a Diſcourſe; 
< meerly upon Mortality, would hardly come 
© up to the Dignity of the Occaſion ” ; or at 
kaſt would be very defective of that Ins 
ſtruction and Comfort, which in ſuch a Caſe 
we may receive. In order therefore to addreſs 
my ſelf to you, in the moſt agreeable Manner 
Ican to the preſent ſorrowful Occaſion, 'I have 
choſen the Words that have been now .read; for 
the Subject of Diſcourſe. And to underſtand 
the true Deſign of them, there is no need of 
looking any farther back than the foregoing 
Verſe, in which the Apoſtle begins a new Ar- 
gument. 'The Theſſalonians had lately, either: 
dy a natural Death, or the Pains and Violence: 
of Martyrdom very probably, loſt ſome! of 
their beloved and religious Friends. 'The great. 
Point therefore the holy Apoſtle aims at, is to 
prevent their inordinate Grief, and exceſſive Sor 
row upon this Account. For this Reaſon he 
exhorts em not to ſorrow, as others which have 
no Hope, even the Heathens; who had but 
very obſcure Apprehenſions of a State and Life 
after this: Or whatever Expectations they 
might entertain of the Soul's Immortality, had 
yet no hopes of the Reſurrection of the —_ 
t's 


_—_— 
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* Bleſſed Privilege of dying Chriſtians. 9 
It's no Wonder the Gentile World ſhould be at 
a Loſs in this Matter, ſince they wanted the 
Scripture Revelation, the — Ground of Hope; 
for I freely acknowledge for my own Part, 
were it not for the Goſpel of Chriſt, I am no 
ways able to prove your Bodies will riſe again, 
after once they are dead. It cannot therefore 
be ſtrange, that the Zeathens ſhould be greatly 
afflicted when any of their Friends were de- 
ceas d; they look d upon them as irrecovera- 
bly gone, their Bodies as ſunk, and loſt for 
ever, and therefore expreſt their paſſionate 
Concern for them in a very extravagant, ab- 
ſurd,- and ridiculous Manner : they tore their 
Hair, beat their Breaſts, cut their Fleſh, and 
ran howling up and down. in the moſt deſpe- 
rate Manner. No, ſays the Apoſtle, don't 
you grieve and forrow at this unaccountable 
Rate, remember, you are Chriſtians, and not 
Heathens, and though they have no Proſpect 
beyond the Grave; yet the Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity, you have embrac'd, diſcover a glori- 
f X ous Light in this important Concern, and at- 
5 ford you a lively Hope: For if we believe that 
. 


IS died, and rofe again; even ſo, them alſo 
ch ſleep in Feſus,will God bring with him. 
In theſe Words there are theſe three Things 
conſiderable, _ - e of 


I. A bleſſed Account and Repreſentation of 
dying Chriſtians. They /leep in Feſt. 
B | 
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| | bt 
II. * e Affurance. and Declara-. N 
tion made with Relation to them. God KY fi 
will bring them with Bim. | 18 * 
6 bi 
III. The Ground and Reaſon * our belie- * 
ving this, 18. The Death, and Reſurre- ty 
&ion of Feſus ge” - 
"And theſe, I think, are 'Three as proper and tt 
fuitable Heads, as' can at any Time be inſiſted al 
upon, ina Funeral Sermon for departed Saints. pl 
I begin, therefore, with the Firſt. H bt 
. The bleſſed Account and Repreſentation 0 
of dying Chriſtians. They ſeß in Jeſus. — 
I fhall preſently explain What we are to un- * 
derſtand by the Compariſon of Death to Sleep; tl 
but we may firſt take Notice of the other. Part th 
of this Clauſe, wherein the Sleep, or Death of P 
good Men is faid to be in Jeſus. We have the aj 
Hike Phraſe 1 Cor. xv. 18. where the Saints 1 
that were deceaſed, were ſaid to be fallen aſleep * 
in Chriſt. In like Manner Believers, accord- ſt 
ing to the Stile of the New Teſtament, are ſaid N 
to put on Chrift, they are ſaid to be in Chriſt, A 
to abidle in im, to have their Life bid rairh " FF © 
him, to walk in him, to dye with him, to 7 
D N e 3 fo 
Col. ii. 1a. 8 | Om Fe 
25 ; te | 
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Bleſſed Privilege of dying Chriſtians, 11 
ze buried with him, and to riſe. with him. 
Now this Way of Speaking is undoubtedly de- 
ſign'd to ſignify the great Regard Believers 
have to Chriſt, and their ſecure Intereſt in 
him. It is apply'd to our hrſt Converſion, Rom. 
xvi, 7. who were in Chriſt before me. Some- 
times to Sauctification and Obedience in gene- 
ral; thus it is ſaid, he that is in Chriſt, is a 
new Creature. And we are told, Rom. viii. 1. 
that there is no Condemnation to them which 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, which is afterwards ex- 
plain'd of them zwho walk not after the Fleſh, 
but after tbe Spirit. In ſhort, all our religious 
Concerns. do ſo univerſally center in him, and 
ſo much, in every Reſpect, with him it is we 


on 
- have to do ; that it is no wonder this Way of 
Expreſſion is fo common, And therefore to die, 
n or //eep in Feſus, is to die in a firm Belief of 
» the Goſpel, in an entire Hope of Salyation, 
rt through Jeſus Chriſt, in a Conformity to his 
of Purity and Holineſs, and in that bleſſed Uni- 


on with him, which ariſes from hence. But 
I now proceed to conſider the Metaphor here 
„ made Uſe of to repreſent Death. "True Chri- 
J. # ſtians are here ſaid to SLEEP in Jeſus. 
Na this Metaphor, it muſt be confeſs d, is 


. 
* 


„ apply'd by the Prophet Daniel, Dan. xii. 2. 
5 ca the Death of Mankind in general, both of 
„the Juſt and Unjuſt. And many of them that 
* /leep in the Duſt of the Earth, ſhall awake, 
ſome to everlaſting Life, and ſume to Shame, and 
everlaſting Contempt. But it is moſt frequently 

2 B 2 made 


* 


12 Sleeping in Jeſus the  _ 
made Uſe of to ſignify the Death of the Righte- 
- ous, as not only here in our Text, and the Verſe 
that goes before it, and alſo that which follows 
after it; but ſo likewiſe it is obſerved concern- 
ing David, * that after he bad ſerved his Ge- 
eration by the Will of God, he fell aſep. And 
we have the ſame Account of Stephen, f, that 
he fell aſleep. I ſhall now endeavour: to'ſhow 
you the Propriety and Suitableneſs of this 
Compariſon, in the Three following Particu- 
lars. 3) Sy 48. | 


* 
4 B 


{To T his Alluſion ſeems to wm in it 4 com- 
rom all kinds 


fortable Releaſe and Diſcharge 
of Trouble, Miſery, and Sorrow. 


This World is a conſtant Scene of Vexation 
and Grief, we are here ſurrounded with ma- 
ny Calamities, and experience a great deal of 


Bitterneſs in the preſent Life. Innumerable are 


the Afflictions to which we are expos'd; the 
Troubles and Sorrows that we labour un- 
der. But now, though good Men muſt die, 


and they can obtain no Diſcharge in that War; 


yet, to them, Death it ſelf is a Diſcharge from 
every other Burden and Grief. It is called th 
laſt Enemy that is to be deſtroy d; which ſup- 
poſes, that when we enter into this Conflict, we 
have already gone through all our other Trou- 


— 


* AQs xiii. 36. 8 N 
T As vii. 60. 
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Bleſſed Privilege of dying Cbriſtians 13 
bles, and that none of them can ever affect 


or diſturb us any more. 81 


Many of our Troubles ariſe from õur Fellow 
Creatures, we oftentimes ſee Reaſon to com- 
plain of the ſevere Uſage and malicious Treat- 
ment of our profeſs'd Enemies; and ſometimes 
that thoſe, whom we eſteem d our Friends, were 
only ſuch in Appearance, and contrary to their 
Pretences, and our own Expectation, prov'd 
Injurious, Deceitful and Treacherous to us. The 
Sons of Violence and Cruelty ſwarm in the 
World, Injuſtice and Oppreſſion prevail on the 
Earth, and many Ways might the Power and 
Malice of our Enemies prove dangerous to us, 
if not prevented and reſtrained by a gracious 
God. The Heart of the Wicked is ſet upon Miſ- 
chief, and ſince they are Strangers to the Rules: 
of Righteouſneſs and Truth, Goodneſs and 


Love; no Wonder if we meet with many Vex- 
ations from them. Sometimes they are let looſe. 
upon us, as Satan himſelf was upon Fob ; and 
believe me, the Works of their Father the/ 
Devil they will do. How do they wound our 
good Name, which ought to be preſerv'd with 
the moſt choice and tender Care ; and which/ 


2 is more precious than any Thing they can give 
in its Room? How do they abuſe their Neigh- 
bours by opprobrious Language, hard Speeches, 


and vile Actions; and thus give Occaſion for 


the 


£55 
wel,” 


G 


Grief, and great Searchings of Heart? But now 
the Sleep of Death is a ſafe Retreat from all 
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the Storms of Violence and Cruelty, Fob 3. 17, 
12, 13, 17, 18, 19. Nola zus inn 19 


Again, in the preſent State we are oſten af- 
flicted with Pain and Sickneſs, innumerable are 
the Diſeaſes that attend us, and to which we 
are liable every Moment of our Lives. What 
4 Train of dreadful Diſtempers, that all the 
Year roam about the World for the Affliction- 
or Deſtruction of the Sons of Men, and what 
ſevere and intolerable Pains do they oſten bring 
along with them; ſo that the Lives of ſuch Per- 
ſons are made up of Labour and Sorrow, of ſore 
Travail and Grief; and moſt commonly is this 
the Caſe when Death approaches. How are 
their concluding Lives made miſerable, with: 
Groans and Agonies, the melancholy Fruits of 
Sin, and the bitter Preparatives for the deci- 
ſive. Stroke of Death ? It is very melting to 
hear them complain, Deut. 28. 67. In the 
Morning would God it were Even; and at 
Even would God it were Morning. And it 
wounds a compaſſionate Ear to hear them cry- 
ing out, under the Anguiſh of exquiſite Pains 
and Torture, Oh! you cannot imagine what 
we feel, and go through. It is a very common 
and friendly Wiſh, at ſuch a Time, that if 
it would pleaſe God they might have ſome Reſt, 
and ſound Sleep to compoſe them: Well, Death, 
the ſoundeſt of all Sleep, removes all their do- 
lorous Senſations, and affords the Believer a 
compleat and pleaſant Reſt ; by it the Soul is 

| trans 


ſhould be gathered unto his Fathers, and into 
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ttariſlated into that World, where the Inhabĩ- 
tant ſhall no more ſay, I am fick ; and the Bo- 
dy is repos'd in the Grave, out of the Reach 
of all the Noiſe and Uneaſineſs that attends this 
troubleſome World; ſo the Promiſe is made: 
* He fhall enter into Peace, they ſhall reſt in 
their Beds, 2 one walking in his Upright-= 
neſs. And As Sleep is a ſweet Receſs and Re- 
tirement from the Diſtractions, Confuſion, and 
Hurry of the World; Death is much more ſo. 
When peaceful Slumbers cloſe our Eyes, we are 
wholly inſenſible of what paſſes in the World; 
are quite ignorant of the Joys or Sorrows, the 


Hopes or Fears, the Sins or Sufferings, the Bu- 


ſineſs or Diverſions of other Men. How much 
ſoever they poſſeſt our Minds before, yet theſe 
Things have no Place in our Thoughts, at that 
Time; nor have we the leaſt Regard or Con- 


cern about them. And thus the Righteous, at 


Death, are happily-got beyond all the Anxie- 
ties, tormenting Cares and Labours of the pre- 
ſent State; and the Darkneſs of the Grave, 
how ever horrible to us, conceals what ever 
might be any Offence or Diſturbance to them. 
Thus, as a Mark of ſpecial Favour, the Promiſe 
was given to that good King Joſiab, that f B 


ſtool 


his Grave in Peace, and that his Eyes 
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16 Sleeping in Jeſus the 
wot ſee all the Foil which God determin'd to 
bring upon Feruſalem. He was to be houſed 
before the {Vengeance came down, nor ſhould 


peaceful Harbour. In ſhort, as the Night, by 
its deep Silenee and Tranquility, ds an 
agrecable Truce from Buſineſs, gives a com- 
fortable Receſs from the toilſom Service and 
Fatigues of the Day; ſo Death anſwers all 
theſe Ends, and in a much more compleat and 
excellent Manner, to the People of God, - 


II. The Comparifon of Sleep in our Teut, 
was, without Doubt, defign'd to intimate the 
—_— that thereby will accrue to the 


In natural Sleep the Spirits, that were very 
much waſted 2 in the — 
Senfes, are renew'd hereby, the Body is re- 
ſtor d, the Decays of Nature repair d; and at 
the ſpringing Day we are made freſh arid 
active, for new Labour and Exerciſe. What 
Sprightlinefs and Vigour does a healthy Per- 
ſon enjoy, when divine Providence gives the 
Bleſſing of a comfortable Night. But alas! all 


the bleſſed Change that ſhall be made in the 
Bodies of Believers, when they awake, and 
ariſe from their Beds of Duſt; what a bleſſed 
Addition will be made of new Life, Vigour and 


Beauty. Theſe Bodies are now a Burden and 
Clog. | 


this is but a low and narrow Repreſentation of 3 
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Clog to us, and are vile and defficable; 1 4 
on many Accounts; but they ſhall then be 
adorn'd with an heavenly Brightneſs and Glo- 
ry, and clothed in all the Beauty of Immorta- 
lity; they ſhall be no more the Inſtruments of 
Unrighteouſneſs, the Seat of tormenting Pains, 
nor the Reſidence of inherent Diſtempers. It 
would be now our Happineſs to be abſent from 
this Body, and preſent with the Lord but our 
conſummate Felicity will then oonſiſt in being 
preſent with the Lord, and clothed upon with 
our Houſe which! is from Heaven, 


: 


Id what divine Spinder an Dig rely did our 
Saviour appear, at the Time of his "'Pransfigura- 
tion; and he will, perhaps, at his ſecond Com- 
ing ſhine ſtill more illuſtrious, in all the Charms 
of Love, and Beauties of a Savioùr, that will 
be conſpicuous i in him ; and yet the Apoſtle:af- 
fures us, he ſhall cHth 7 our 61 Bodies; that 
they © may” be Laune * ; av 2 Eren 
2 of 3:1 4 

] 1 20 S'gbra#: 25 


But ty do'T'inlarge this, beſt 
Abilities 2 ds 1-jlrg aps yay admi- 
rable Properties, the vaſt” Capacity, Bndow- 
ments and Excelleneies of a corel Body. 
The Apoſtle has given us the moſt compreheni- 
five Account of the Matter ul So that by this 
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16 Sleeping in Jeſus the 
nut ſee all the Foil which God determin'd to 
bring upon Feruſalem. He was to be houſed 
before the {Vengeance came down, nor ſhould 
the Storm break out till he was ſecur'd in a 
peaceful Harbour. In ſhort, as the Night, by 
its deep Silenee and Tranquility, affords an 
agreeable Truce from Buſineſs, gives a com- 
fortable Receſs from the toilſom Service and 
Fatigues of the Day; fo Death anſwers all 
theſe Ends, and in a much more compleat and 
excellent Manner, to the People of God, 


II, 'The Comparifon of Sleep in our 'Text, 
was, without Doubt, deſign'd to intimate the 
Advantage that thereby will accrue to the 
Saints. | 


In natural Sleep the Spirits, that were very 
much waſted and conſumed in the Service of the 
Senfes, are renew'd hereby, the. Body is re- 
ſtor d, the Decays of Nature repair d; and at 
the ſpringing Day we are made freſh and 
active, for new Labour and Exerciſe. What 
Sprightlinefs and Vigour does a healthy Per- 
ſon enjoy, when divine Providence gives the 
Bleſſing of a comfortable Night. But alas! all 


the bleſſed Change that ſhall be made in the 
Bodies of Believers, When they awake, and 
ariſe from their Beds of Duſt; what a bleſſed 
Addition will be made of new Life, Vigour and 
Beauty. Theſe Bodies are now a Burden and 


Clog 


this is but a low and narrow Repreſentation f 
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Clog to us, and are vile and defpirable, up- 
on many Accounts; but they ſhall then be 
adorn'd with an heavenly ' Brightneſs and Glo- 
ry, and clothed in all the Beauty of Immorta- 
lity ; they ſhall be no more the Inſtruments of 
Unrighteouſneſs, the Seat of tormenting Pains, 
nor the Reſidence of ' inherent Diſtempers. It 
would be now our Happineſs to be abſent from 
this Body, and preſent with the Lord; but our 
conſummate Felicity will then conſiſt in being 
preſent with the Lord, and clothed upon with 
our Houſe which is from Heaven. 


In what divine Splendor and Dignity did our 
Saviour appear, at the Time of bis Trabüfigurs- 
tion; and he will, perhaps, at his ſecond Com- 
ing ſhine ſtill more illuſtrious, in all the Charms 
of Love, and Beauties of a Saviour, that will 
be conſpicuous in him; and yet the Apoſtle aſ- 
fures us, he ſhall chunge our ole Bocas, that 
they may be faſbion d like um bis glorious 


But why do I inlarge upon this, my beſt 
Abilities can never reach to deſcribe the admi- 
rable Properties, the vaſt Capacity, Endow- 
ments and Excellencies of a gloritied Body. 
The Apoftle has given us the moſt comprehen- 
five Account of the Matter f. So that by this 
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Means, Death becomes a real Advantage; and 
. herein the Wiſdom and Grace of God marvel-- 

. louſly ſhine forth, that Death, which was the e- : 
ſert and app pointed Puniſhment of Sin, is now be- ” 
come; in ſome Sort, the Means of Immortality. 
2 hat as Foſeph was, by a ſurprizing Circuit 


< and Revo ution, brought from the Priſon to the 2 
t1 Principality; ſo by the Grave we are refined 

1 and purified for Heaven, the Image of the earth- tl 
1 * ly Adam muſt be aboliſh! d, that we may bear 

. < = better Likeneſs of our bleſſed Redeemer, 

4 III. There is another comfortable Truth im- 8 
ply d in this Compariſon, namely, that the Em- b, 
| pou of Death ſhall not be perpetual. 15e = 
1 Why ele is it called a sleep, hen we la 2 
jt down, we do it in Hopes of riſing again, and * 
| | ſeeing the Light and Beauty of another Day. 0 
+ Aster a few Hours the End of Sleeping is an- 7 
F | ſwer'd, the cheerful Light of the Morning re- I, 
f viſits us, ſcatters the Slumbers that ſit upon our , 
+ Bye-lids, and fweetly invites us to return _ = 
jt to the-Exerciſe and Enjeyments of Life. So, a 
1 and much more than ſo, will it be with reſpect I 
4 to Death; we ſhall awake and ariſe out of our 1 
7 Sleep. It's evident the Spirit of God deſign d, ir 
4 by 1015 ſoft and pleaſant Metaphor, to ſweeten h 


the Thoughts of Death, and reconcile us to the | 
Expectation of it, and Submiſſion to it; but I 1 - 
ſhall have Occaſion to take farther Notice of 
this under the next Head, which is, 4 


Bel ed Privilege of dying Chriſtians, 1 
IL. The comfortable Aſſurance ain e 
ration that is made, concerning ſuch who ſleep 


in Jeſus. Them will ry bring With Dim. 


In this there i iS ſomewhat ſuppoſed, aa ſomes 
what plainly aſſerted. | 


1/t,, Here is ſomewhit: ſuppoſed, and that is, 
that they ſhall be raiſed. again. „ 9d 4 


Their Continuance in the Grave, i is utterly 
inconſiſtent with their being preſent at the great 
Solemnity deſigned for them; nor can they 
be qualified for their Attendance upon a tri- 
umphing Saviour, till deliver'd from that Death 
and Diſſolution they are under; and this kind 


Office our bleſſed Saviour hath promiſed and 


undertaken to do for us: Aud thir is the Will 
of him that ſent me, that every 2 that feeth 
the Son, and believeth on him, may have ever- 
laſting Life ; and I will raiſe him up at the 
laſt Day. So again, f whoſo eatcth = Fleſh, 
and drinketh my Blood ; hath etei nal Life, 
and T will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. Ho- 
ly Job was ſenſible of this, and ſeems to have 


had clear Light in this important Matter, even 
in thoſe obſcure Ages of the Church; though. 


his Body was to be diſhonour'd and debaſed 


„ 


* John vi. 40. Ver. 54. 
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with.t the moſt loathſome Corruption, and re- 
duced to the moſt contemptible Condition; yet 
he knew that in his Fleſh» he ſhould neverthe- 


leſs ſee Gad *. And \inderd; if the Word of 


Chriſt deſerves any Regard, or Credit, it is 
impoſſible we ſhould ' be; miſtaken in this. Point. 
He hath taken ſufficient Care to give us all ima- 
ginable Satisfaction, that this is his Intention; 
and as the I eſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt may very 
ſafely be depended Br we need/.not-: enters 
tain the leaſt Doubt or Suſpicion in this Caſe. 
1 any Thing in Scripture is plain, his Promiſe 
this Account, I am ſure, is ſo; but our 
Text chiefly leads us to conlider, D UCC 


ol What is here aſſerted ; daily. 12 ho 
will take them to accompany and attend him 
at his ſecond Appearance: /o them alſo which 
Sleep it Jeſus will Goa, Mag with bim. | 


have taken ſome Paiky: to find out, with 
which of the former Parts of this E piſtle theſe 
Words may be beſt connected. I would not 
dogmatically advance Aſſertions of my own, 
however, am ready to apprehend the Apoſtle's 
Reference here may be to the laſt Verſe of 
the foregoing Chapter; which perhaps may 
not improperly be render'd, the Coming cf our 


— * 


* Job xix, * Vide alſo an this, Dr. Sherlock gon Pro- 
9 87 Diſſo I, 2. p. 257, Er. 
Lord 


| Bleſſed Privilege of dying Chriſtians 21 
Lord: Feſus Chriſt, with all his Holy Angels. 
The Apoſtle's Words are 1 mTarrwy' TW l 
aur, now if the Word 4» be ſuppos d to 
be an Adjective, it may be apply d indifferent. 
ly to Angels or Men; and indeed, in the Old 
Teſtament, if I miſtake not, the bleſſed An- 
gels are frequently to be underſtood by God's 
Holy Ones; and if fo, then the Senſe of the 
Words before us will appear plain and eaſy 5 
That beſides the Holy and Upright Angels, 
who ſhall miniſter to Chriſt, at that awful 
Time, he will alſo bring with him all the de. 
parted Saints that have ever livd upon Earth; 


they ſhall make up his Retinue, adorn his bleſs 


ſed Triumphs, and add every Thing they can 
to the Luſtre of this his ſplendid and magnifi- 
cent Appearance. It was certainly exceeding 
pertinent to the Apoſtle's Deſign, to mention 
this glorious Circumſtance. For the Comfort 
of diſconſolate Survivors, he lets them know 
that though for the preſent the Bodies of 
their Friends ſaw Corruption; yet Chriſt in- 
tended to vouchſafe to them a moſt e xtraordi- 
nary Mark of Honour, even ſuch as ſhould per- 
fectly extinguiſh and obliterate all the Diſ- 
grace of their former Condition. They lament- 
ed the Loſs of their beloved Friends, and their 
ignominious State in the Grave; but there's 


— — r hs 
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* Biſhop Pearſon on the Creed, upon the Arlicie of the Communion 
of Saints, p. 352. : 
re- 
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reviving Support under all this; for Chriſt. will 
raiſe them from the Dead, and they ſhall then 
be admitted to a glorious Society and Equa- 
lity with Angels, be numbered amongſt the Re- 
deemer's: diſtinguiſned and choſen Friends, 
and allowed all the Intimacies of his divine 
Familiarity and Love. Nay, there ſeems in- 
deed to be ſomething more Magnificent and 
Glorious in Chriſt's bringing them with him, 
than in the Attendance of Angels; for they 


are not the Redeemed of the Lord as we are: 


If they were, as ſome imagine, indebted to his 
Death for their Confimation in Glory; yet 
not for the original Source and Foundation of 
all, their Happineſs. True Believers will there- 
fore certainly make a moſt illuſtrious Figure 
at that Day. It will be the Conſummation 
of all Things, the Accompliſhment of our Sa- 
viour's glorious Deſigns of Grace and Love, of 
thoſe ardent and affectionate Prayers, you read 
in the 17th of John, the bleſſed Iſſue of his 
Pains and Agonies in the Garden, and upon 
the Croſs; he will bring them with him, to 
ſhow how faithful, how powerful, and how 
ſucceſsful he hath been, and make it evident 
that bleſſed are all they that truſt in him. 


=] have left but little Room for the 


III. and laſt general Head ; namely, that the 
Death and Reſurrection of Chriſt, 1s a ſufficient 
Ground for us to believe, that thoſe that ſlcep 

_ 
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in Jeſus he will bring a long with him, when 
he comes to, Judgment. 9 Jy 


But the Truths I have dwelt upon, are of a 


more uncommon Nature, and do not ſo oſten 


fall within the Compaſs of other Diſeourſes 
as this. And beſides, the principal Force of 
& the Argument lies in a little Room : ff e be- 
= Hee that Jeſus died, and roſe again; even ſo 
= them alſo which ſeep in Feſus will God bring 


4 zt h him. Now the Belief of his Death 18 


| | urged as neceſſary, becauſe unleſs the Reality 


of that were allowed, all the Accounts of his 


Z Reſurrection might be ſuſpected” of Fallacy and 
lmpoſture. And the Belief of his Reſurrection: 
can be no ways diſpenſed with, for upon that 
depends all the Certainty of thoſe Promiſes he 
made upon Earth; if he did not himſelf riſe 
from the Grave, we know not what Power 
he can have to accompliſh our Reſurrection, 
nor can any Streſs be laid upon all his Promi- 
ſes of eternal Life to us. There are only two 
Things 'needful to ſecure this Point, that 
Chriſt ſhall bring his Saints with him at the 
laſt Day, having raiſed them out of the Grave, 
and they are his Intention and Declaration ſo 
to do; and then his Ability for it. Our Saviour 
himſelf puts the Matter upon this Foot, with 
the faithleſs Sadduces * : Ze doerr, faith he, 
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* Mat, xxli. 29. 
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not N the Scriptures, nor the | Dor 
of God ; that is, they neither conſidered the 
Reſolution God "had declared in the Scriptures 
of doing this, nor the divine Power, which was 
able to accompliſh it. However, I would” not 
be guilty of ſuch a Violation of the Rules of 
Charity and Decency, as to imagine I have 
now to deal with a parcel .of - ops oder * 
ſhall take it for granted, you believe that Jets 
died and roſe again; and if ſo, the Doctrine 
1 have been upon very ye. and ee _ 
ws from it. 


The Characters of the Deceaſed ullally fill 
up the next Place, in Difcourſes of this Nature; 
but you ſee how little Time I have leſt for 
that. No Body can doubt of the Sincerity of 
my Reſpect for them, but really J have but 


a poor Talent, and as little Inelination that 4 


way ; What I ſay bree Fern _ ſhall be 
but ſhort. 1 158 


The publick Office, for the Burial of the Dead, 
has taught us to expreſs | our Regard to the 
Hand of God, who has taken to himſelf the 
Souls of our dear Brother, and dear - Siſter here 


departed ; and I think theſe endearing Expref- 7 


ſions of our ſpiritual Relation to the Servants 
of Chriſt, are much to be commended. But 
then, if with juſt Deference to the ſuperior 
Number of great and worthy Perſons, who 


favour this Form, I might declare my Senti- 
ments 


> 
5 
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ments. With Submiſſion I can't but think theſe | 
facred Titles, with ſome other Expreſſions 
that belong to them, ſhould not be proſtitu- 
ted (as too commonly they are) to ſo many 
vile and notorious Sinners; but whatever Ex- 
ceptions 1 take "againſt the promiſcuous un- 
limited Applieation hereof, to all Sort of Per- 
fons, yet J aſſure you, I have no Objection 
at all in the preſent Caſe, and ſhall there- 
fore, in Compliance with this Form of de- 
ow Words, now make Uſe of the ſame my 
ſelf, 

' . 8 


Our departed Siſter then, whoſe Death was 

the firſt, had the longeſt Warning of her ap- 

proaching Diſſolution. I bad ſometime be- * 
fore ſhe was ſeiz d, a good Opportunity of 
eonverling with her about ſpiritual Matters; 
ſhe then took Occaſion to intimate how deep- 
ly ſhe had been affected with the publick 
Prayers, offer d up in this Aſſembly ; dur up- 
on this J will not enlarge, for an obvious 
Reaſon.” She declared her ſincere Reliance up- 
on Chriit for Salvation, ' and her humble 
Hope for the Forgiveneſs of all her Sins 
through him; ſhe ſeem'd to expreſs an awful 
Senſe of God's Holineſs and Righteouſheſs, 
and a ſorrowful Regret for her own Unlike- 
neſs to him, which ſhe was not able to 
utter without many Tears. But I remem- 
ber, They that ſow in Tears, ſhall reap in 

. Wt ew" "mY 
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There's one Thing 1 cannot eats f for- 
get, Polk that was the great Indignation and 
Concern, with which ſhe lamented the gene- 
ral Prophanation of the Sabbath; that when 


on the Lord's Day ſhe frequented this 


Aſſembly, ſhe ſaw ſuch Numbers of thought- 
leſs Wes at the Doors, and in 5 5 
Streets, that ſhow d no Honour to that ſan- 
ified Day, nor any Regard about another 
World, and the Salvation of their proc 
Souls. L 


Our dear Brother, whom God fo ſoon 


haſtned aſter the Companion of his Life, that 


they. might, as it were, begin their Glory 
together, has for a long Courſe of Years be- 
hav'd himſelf in the Church of God with 
great Inoffenſiveneſs and Uſefulneſs, and in 
the World with great Acceptance and Eſteem. 
Lam perſwaded but few can ſay they ſo con- 
ſeientiouſly live up to all the Light they have, 
as he did. How many alas! that boaſt them- 
ſelves of their ſublime Speculations, and Or- 
thodox Notions, that come ſhamefully be- 
hind him, as to that excellent Spirit he was 
of. Our Saviour ſays : Then are ye my Friends, 
if je do whatſoever I — . you. So that 
* this Stroke we have loſt a Friend of 


* 
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Chriſt, 


5 A wit jd fw LO od & IwQLH —— 


ern r 


Rr wr” ne” Ty, Www wy t += 3: * 


Bleſſed Privilege of dying Chriſtians. 27 
Chriſt, as well as a Friend of ours. A little 
before his Aſcenſion to Glory, he deſired me 
to pray that God would forgive his Sins, and 
I believe no Body doubts of his Compliance 
with that Term, upon which the Succeſs of 
ſuch a Petition depends; but that he was 
truly diſpoſed to forgive them that had treſ- 
paſs'd againſt him. O11] 75.50 LL OA 


Sinners, tis well this Summons was not 
ſent to you; how dreadful' for you to have 
had your Eyes ſhut and cloſed by Death in 
your unconverted harden'd State. You fee 
what a bleſſed Thing it is to ſleep in Jeſus. 
Methinks I hear you ſay : Let, me die the 
Death of the Righteous, and let my laſt End 
be like his; but if ever you expect to ſleep in 
Jeſus, you muſt now live to him, and walk in 
him, . e. renouncing at once your former 
Courſe of Sin and Folly. Enter your ſelves the 
Servants and Diſciples of Chriſt, maße am and 
delay not to keep his Commandments ; tor only 
they that do his Commandments, have a Right 
to the Tree of Life, and ſhall enter thorough 
the Gates into the City. Receive him for your 
Lord, whoſe Wiſdom is neceſſary to guide and 
enlighten you in the Way of Salvation, and 
whoſe Authority muſt always have the great- 
eſt Weight and Influence upon you; and be 
ſure do not by any Means — that Regard 


and Love that is due to him, upon the Account 
_ of 


. . 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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of his enduring the Croſs for your . 
what an ee Saviour he is, and 

a powerful Intereſt: he has in Heaven, an 
— fully able he is to recommend you to his 
Father's Acceptance and Love; without this, 
when your latter End comes, you. will die in 
your Sins; and if I may be allow d the Lis 
berty of Alluſion, you will ſleep: in Satan, not 

in Jeſus. But enter now into Covenant with 
God through the great Mediator, implore his 


Compaſſion to your guilty unſanctify d Na- 


tures, 2 your ſelves to conſtant and. fer- 


vent Prayer, attend upon the publick Ordi- 


nances of the Goſpel, converſe n with the 
Scriptures, and without ceaſing intreat for 
that Grace, which alone can enable you to 
mortify all thoſe fleſhly Luſts that war againſt 
the Soul, and thoſe ſinful Inclinations that are 
ſo deſtructive to the Sons of Men. 


3 theſe Advices, I hope, will. eſpecially 
make a deep Impreſſion upon you my Friends, 
the Offspring of thoſe ſincere and aged Saints, 
that are now, we truſt, with God, and tran- 
ſlated to Glory. Conſider the Providence, that 
has given Occaſion for this Diſcourſe, moſt 
nearly concerns you; and I would flatter my 
ſelf with the Hopes, that however I am dif- 
appointed of Succeſs as to others, yet this 
Sermon will not be loſt upon you. Beſides, 
you muſt be ſuppoſed to be moſt — 
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Bleſſed Privilege of dying 5 gp 
affected with this Anois, 7 is {a 1 855 
to all that have beard of t. 3. 15975 ere 
may well be expected that your Hearts 
be very tender, and ready to, receive . Pie 
the greateſt 1 — A, is fai F 
improve it. wage my W 
n . 4 loſe the Benefit of, this 
Donn, ro — Uſe OUS 

row ke made of it.; be. earneſt, I 

in ſgergt Prayer, that God .1 wald 
ANY, the ngs of bis Hand with vo 
and lift up the Light of his Countenange up- 
on you. 


But ou muſt Hot deſpiſe the Chats 
ning of the Lord, ſo nor faint — ou gre 
rebuked of him; do not give way to FA H- 
ceſs of Sorrow in this Caſe, but comfort your 
ſelves with the Thought that your — Pa- 
rents are ſleeping in Jeſus, and that them alſo 
will God bring with him. Remember that ſtill 
though they die, yet your Redeemer lives. That 
you have an almighty, an all- ſufficient Friend 
in Heaven, and there is none upon Earth you 
could defire beſides him. Though upon your 
own Accounts you may regret this double 
Loſs, yet really it was moſt for their own 
Advantage, and Comfort to quit this World, 
and enter Heaven together. Methinks I can't 
help applying what David ſaid of Saul and 
Fonathan to their Caſe : They were hoy 
an 


30 Sleeping i in Jeſur, Bet: jo» 

and pleaſant in their Lives, yh in thei 
Deals they were not divided *. 2 May the ſame 
harmonious Temper, that was in them, 3 


and abound i in you. amd; So 


' I ſhall doſe all in my on hearty Deſire 
& you, and in the Wards with which St. 
Paul cloſes his ſecond Epiſtle to the rin. 
thians : Finally Brethren, Farewell, be per- 


felt, be of gad Connfort, be of one Mind, live is 


Peace, and the G 0d of Love, and Peace 
ſhall be with you f. 
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= 1. Jo Lyrica : Poems cheifly of the Lyric Kind; 
In three Books. Sacred, 1. 'To Devotion. 
and Piety. 2. To Vertue, Honour, and Friend- 
= ſhip. 3. To the Memory of the Dead. With the 
4 1 s Effigies. The Fourth Edition, cor 
= rected. 

II. Hymns and Spiritual Songs, in three Books. 
1. Collected from the Scriptures. Compos 'd on 
Divine Subjects. 3. Prepared for 2 Lord's Sup- 
per. The Ninth Edition. 
| III. The Pſalms of David, imitated in the Lan- 

guage of the New Teſtament, and applyed to the 
W Chriſtian State and Worſhip. The Third and 
2 Fifth Editions. 

IV. Divine Songs, atte ted in eaſy Language, 
for the Uſe of Children, The Sixth Edition. ; 

V. A Guide to Prayer: Or, a free and rational 
Account of the Gift, Grace, and Spirit of Pray- 
er; with plain Dire&ions how every Chriſtian may 
W attain them. The Third Edition. 
= VI. Fourteen Sermons on various Subjects, Vo- 
lume the Firſt, The Third Edition. 

VII. Sixteen Sermons on Various Subjects. Vol. 
the Second. 

VIII. Death and Heaven; or, the laſt Enemy 
Conquered, and ſeparate Spirits made perfect 
With an Account of the rich Variety of their Em- 


ployments and Pleaſures ; attempted i in Two Fune- 
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© Books Written-by the Recerend I. Watts; 
gal Diſcourſes, fn b % Np 


his Lady deceas d. The Second Edition. 

A, The le * Reading and Wing 8560 ; 
or, the Chief Principles and Rules of Pronouneing 
our Mother Tongue, both in Proſe and. 5 7 
with a Variety of Inſtructions for true Spellin 
Written at firſt for private Uſe, and now publiſn d 
for the Benefit of all Perſons who deſire a better 
Acquaintance with their Native Language. The 
rn 
"2X. Logick; 11 "tHe: right Ufe of Reafon, ii 
the Enquiry after Truth, with a variety of Rule 
to guard againſt Error, in the Affairs of Religion 
and Human Life, as well as in the Sciences. 
XI. The Chriſtian Doctrine of the Trinity, or 
Father, Son and Spirit, Three Perſons and One 
God, aſſerted and proved, with their Divine Rights 
and Honours vindicated by plain Evidence of Scrip- 
ture, without the Aid or Incumbrances of Human 
Faber Written chiefly for the Uſe of private 

Hiſtlans. . — 1 g 2 g A 5 

XII. Three Diſſertations relating to the Chriſtian 
Boctrine of the Trinity (v.) 1. The Arian in- 
vite g. to the Orthodox Faith. 2. God and Man 
united in the Perſon of Chriſt. 3. The Worſhip of 
Chriſt as Mediator, founded on his Godhead. 
XIII. Differtations relating to the Chriſtian 
Dectrine of the Trinity, the Second Part (viz:) 
4. The Sentiments of the ancient eus and Cbriſti- 
ang concerning the Logos or Mrd, compar'd with 
Scripture. © 5. A Diſcourſe of the Holy Spirit. 
6. The Uſe of the Term Perſon in this Contpo- 
verſy. 7. The Diſtinction of Perſons in the Gôd- 
lead : or, An humble Eſſay to illuſtrate the Do- 
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